Mail to'.PO Box 180 Fitzroy Vic 3065

Email to: m.moore@biepond'coni

FutureActivities:Datesfor Your Diary
19thFebruary 2006: CelebrateYarra! Festivalin Edinburgh Gardensfrom l lsm to 6 pm.
22ndFebruary: Visit to Miles Lewis' library'
15thMarch: Visit to Oid ColonistsHome.

Our ActivitiesPlannedfor the Restof the Year
URactivities planned for the rest ofthe year include:
r
Attending an Indigenous StreetTheatre performanceon the recent Aboriginal history of Fitzroy
o
A commemoration of the 150ft anniversary of the 8-hour day and its Fitzoy connections
(plannedfor 2l't May)
. A trip though the tunnels at St Vincent's Hospital (plannedfor 14thJune)
r A QuizNight
. An evening report on current researchwork into Fitzroy history
More details on each of these events(and perhapssome others)will be in subsequentNewsletters
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- Bruiswick Street WesleyanSabbath School Fitzroy. Jubilee Records.
Melbourne1893.
- St Mark's Fitzroy. [Fitzroy (Victoria)] 1923'
- A R Hutchinson et al. Reclamation of an Industrial Suburb' Fitzroy
fVictoria] 1949.
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Miles'LibrarY

Visitto OldColonistsHome
HEREwas an article on the Old Colonists Home (Rushall Crescent,North Fitzroy), in our last Newsletter.We have
arrangedto visit on Wednesday15fr March at 6:30pm.Our group will be conductedon a tour by FrancisO'Neill
Homes,in our last
$r4ary Sheehanreviewed her book, "A Place of Their Own" the history of the Old Colonists'
Newsletter.)
Numbersare limited to 20 so those wishing to take part should contact Tim Gatehouseat 9489 2357 as soon as
possible.
At the conclusion of the visit participants may wish to have dinner at Haskins in the Fitzroy Arms Hotel. When
booking for the visit, could you also let us know if you wish to join us for dinner.

2005
OurAnnualDinneron Friday,2ndDecember

OUR ANNUAI-DnrNEn was held on Friday, 2nd December at Dante's function room and some 30 membersand guests
attended. Our plan is to have the FHS Annual Dinner there again in 2006 and we have scheduled it for Friday 1"
December.Why not pencil it on your calendarnow!

The SydneyHotel
AT our recent Show & Tell, a tinted architectural drawing of
the Sydney Hotel rvas on display frcrn the Fitzroy Library
Local History Collection. I was intrigued becauseI had
never heardof this hotel. The plan noted that it was on the
corner of Smith and Hodgson streets Fitzroy. Was the
building stillthere,I wondered.
Imagine my surprise when I discovered that I park
outside the former Sydney Hotel every time I visit the
Safeway supermarket.The narrow red-brick building is now
the home of a clothing businessand seemsto be in fairly
good condition.
'sydney Hotel Smith Sheet
The plan states:
Fitzroy. Proposedalterations for Mrs M E Smith. Architect
H John Ahern, l2 Ryeburne Ave Hawthorn.' Unfortunately
there is no date.The alterationsincluded a new fire escape'

a clotheslineon theflat roof anda laundry.

The hotel had a large underground cellar, a ground floor, and two storeys. The ground floor included a 29 foot
long bar, a lounge,u *orn.nf parlour, a fireplace and toilets for men and women. The first floor appearedto be the domain
for
of women, for ii had two bedrooms,(one wiih its own fireplace),a dining room with a fireplace,a kitchen,a cupboard
bath.
and
toilet
useby lodgers,and a woman's
it
The secondfloor was reservedfor men and had four bedroomsand a bathroom and toilet for men. However,
'Flat roof and drying area'. Evidently this was
also includeda laundry and an area on the roof which the plan labelled
wherethe new clothesline was to be installed.
Next
I am now keen to know more, especiallydates,so will check out Cole's book of hotelsat the StateLibrary.
the
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being
and
wine
goings,
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time you are in Smith Street,take a look and imagine the comings and
Hotel'
Sydney
gossip,and what it might havebeenlike to stay overnightat the
Jili Robertson

JosephBurkeandhis FttzroyAcademyof Dancing

by organisinga Ball'
In November1879,Mr. JosephE. Burke ceiebratedthe first year of operationof his dancingacademy
'at the solicitationoia numberof his pupils and friends' determinedto follow the
As the local paperreported,'MrBurke,
eveningwas hailed as a great
examplesetby otheriducaiional establishmentsviz., inauguratingAnnual Exhibitions'. The
,u"""is, andno doubtMr. Burke was well pleasedwith his achievement.
with his parents,brothers
In lg62 JosephBurke had arrived in Melbourneas a six year old, aboard the Perekop,
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st'
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and sisters.The family moved into a house
the FitzroyTown Hall,
in
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Burke's
Mr
long
before
not
was
It
openedhis schoolof danceand deportment.
undertook the catering, as well as
became a fixture in the Fitzroy social calendar. In the fiist year or so, Joseph Burke
'latestmusic' and
Band providedthe
actingas MC. However,by 1882,the cateringwas entrustedto Mr. Cooper,Zepelin's
.as merry u5'u 1nu.riug"bell', according to the enthusiasticnewspaperreporter' The Mayor presentedJosephBurke
all went
with a writing delk on behalf of the pupils, then dancingcontinueduntil4 am.
the hall - choicepot-plants,art
Newspaperaccountsof the gatts indulge in detaiteddescriptionsof the ddcor of
The reporterwas quite carried
ladies.
the
silks, canework. The dancersalso presenteda [rilliant uppru.un..;, especially

away: 'the costumeswere in nearly all casesexceedinglyhandsome... the wearersthemselves,as samplesof colonial
maidens,would compare favourably with any similar assemblyin the world. Of the gentlemen it is scarcely necessaryto
speak,suffice it to say that they were made to match the ladies'. The names of the ladies presentand descriptions
of their costumesconcludethe reports.
By 1887 the dancing school had becomeso popularthat the residencein GeorgeSt was too small for the classes.
Joseph'sfather had died, leaving him the provider for his mother and youngest sister. He bought a two-storey house,
'Waverley', on the comer of Gertrude and Little George Streets,and added a'commodious and lofty ballroom ...
'a
luxuriouslyfurnished,and lit by pretty gassliers'.Included in the new extensionwere ftne refreshmentroom, ladies' and
gentlemen'scloak rooms,and a large smokeroom'. Although previousBalls had beenheld in the Town Hall, Josephwas a
consummateself-publicist,and in 1887 two Balls were held, two days apart,in the new ballroom. The verdict was that the
'will, without doubt, meet with the patronageMr Burke so much deserves'.
hall was the finest in the city, and
The last reportedBall was held in 1892 in the Town Hall. By then, the Mayor and the Councillorswere regular
'devoteesof the Terpsichoreanart', and the gallery crowded with spectators.Joseph
The hall was filled with
attendees.
'reflected
Burke's pupils performedintricate dances,such as the minuet and the Prince Imperial Quadrille. The dancers
greatcredit on Mr Burke as tutor, the intricate stepsand graceful figures and posturing being shown to the best advantage'.
'fairly enraptured''
The onlookers, accordingto the reporter, were
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evidencethat his health and his business startedto fail during the
some
but
there
is
uncertain,
dancing and deportment
he died in 1937.
where
to
Mitcham,
He
moved
century.
part
the
new
early
of
JanetGaff
*Descriptions
of theBallsaretakenfrom reportsin TheDaily Telegraph,TheBulletin,FitzroyCity PressandTheMercwy.

OutVisitin October2005to JimmyPossum
I doubt if any cinema in Fitzroy had more glamorous and comfortable seatingthan that provided by Jimmy Possum for our
recent ,nighi at the movies' in the former Lyric Theatre in Johnston Street. What a grand night this was. Special thanks to
Alan & Margot Spaldingand their family who graciouslyopenedup their store for us, provided a welcoming wine and
thosewonderful seats.
First up, Mike Moore from our Society gave a potted history of the Lyric Theatre. Openedin 1911, closed in
1938,it *u, on. of a chain of Lyrics in Melboume. In the early days the programmewas changedeachMonday and the
cinemawas said to have the best orchestrain Melbourne.It gained an organ in 1914. Famed singerNellie Stewart sang
here.It was known as the Star Theatre at one stage.The pressedmetal ceiling is still intact, as is a stencil high on the wall
beneathwhich the screenwould have appeared.
Next, peter Wolfenden from the Cinema & Theatre Historical Society gave an entertaining talk on the history of
cinemaand the early Australian film industry. The first personto show a projected movie in Melbourne was Carl Hertz-at
'Soldiers
the Melbourneopeia House in Bourke Streetin 1896.*e heardabout movies suchas the SalvationArmy's 1900
.The Story of the Kelly Gang' made in 1906.Almost every communityhad its MechanicsInstitutewhere
of the Cross,and
that
travelling picture-show men showed lantern slides in the early days then, later, movies-flickering, shaky images
films'
short
and
music
nonetheliss captured everyone's imagination. Early shows were a mixture of live entertainment,
Beforeelectricity,limelight was used,often with disashousresultsas the gas in the tank could easilyblow up.
made in 1894 by
After intermissionPeter showed some of the first'moving pictures' in the world. Thesewere
'The Comical Barber
were
favourites
My
each.
minute
to
a
EdisonKinetoscopeFilm and lastedlittle more than 30 seconds
'Annabelle's SerpentineDance'.
Shop', 'After Dark' and
peter then showeda short clip oithe cinemalights that usedto sparkleoutsidecinemassuchas the Odeon, Hoyts,
Metro, Regent, Capitol and Majestic, bringing back nostalgic memories for many of us.
a faded sign showing
Local residentKeith iumley was next up with a iollection of theatrememorabiliaincluding
lost cinemas'
Fitzroy's
of
another
Regent,
that entranceto the Lyric was at one stage6 penie, and a splendid article on the
years.
the
over
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In fact, Keith listed 13 cinemasthat have operatedin Fitzroy and North
52 cinemasin Melbourne
And hnally, we heard statisticsgleaned from an Argzs of October 1913: there were
few children attended,
very
evening,
Saturday
every
cinema
to
the
went
(five years later there were 73), 65,000 piople
and at least 100
posters,
musicians,
printers,
bill
projectionists,
including
i,ggg'people made their livingin the iniusiry,
essential service when
young'men and boys were eirployed in carrying films on bicycles from theatre to theatre-an
on the samenight,
cinemassharedmoviesfor screening
-pizzas
and wine and lots of camaraderieas we soakedup the atmosphereand imagined
with
The evening finished
just as we had done' With our 21"
the residentsof Fitzroy 100 years ago enjoying themselvesin this wonderful cinema
today, it is easy to forget the pure
century videos, DVDs, nm ctips orimobili pi'on"r and the plethora of entertainment
people
exclaimed that it was impossible
magic that moving pictures brought to communities in those early days, and why
to realisethat the figures [on the screen]were not actually living'
Jill Robertson

