GALLIPOLI CENTENARY WALK

A walk to commemorate the Fitzroy
volunteers who served and died in 1915

Anzac Day 1932, Edinburgh Gardens  om The &rgus, 26 April 1932

At the time of World W 1, Tirzoy had o populstion of 33,000, and from vavious smerces there
ave records of 3000 voluntews who either bved e, hod next-of-Kin here, o who were sssociared
with Titeroy churches, Gusinesses, associations or poring cubs. Of these voluntesrs theewere at
least 430 deaths on active sevice during WWA, with over 80 dying diving 1915.

A database of the 3000 Fimroy vobuntes is on the Fitzroy History Society website

The walk, (map on the remr wve) begins ot the menovials in the Edinkogh Govdens, then passes
and pouses ot the homes of several of the 1915 caswalties, to lemrn somevhing of vhefr backgrounds
and fontly situdtions.

Fitzroy History Society
24 May 2015



1. Fitzroy Peace Memorial Rotunda (1925)
= ; e Voa “Flitzray Peace Memavial, which takes the form
of @ band rotunda, In Edinburgh Gardens, Fitz-
roy, was officially opened by the Governor (Lord
Stradbroke), accompanied by Lady Stradbroke,
on Saturday afternoon. The memorial was
erected by the Fitzroy counclt and the peace
year citizens’ committee, which each contributed
half the cost of £800. The rotunda is a raised,
clrewiar stucture of stone and concrete, with
domed roof, and Is surrounded by Jron rallings.
A memarial tablet on the letft of the steps leading
to it commemorates the fact that 1453 Fitzray
citizens enlisted In the great war, of whom 521
Lé were wounded and 213 kiiled. To the right of the
steps Is the citizens’ tablet, which contains the
names of members of the 1924-25 Fitzroy city council, the 1915-19 peace year citzens’
committee, and the memorial fund sub-committee. Mr. E. Twentyman was the architect,
and Mr. J. Oliver the contractor. . . " (The 8¢, 31 Aag 1925, page 11)

2. Fitzroy Sporting Clubs War Memorial (1919)
Ghig memovial hug been (ueeled by of l

THE FITZROY CRICKET. FOOTBALL. JOWLING, BASEBALL.AND TENNIS CLUBS

TO PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OF MEMBSES WHO FELL IN THE CREAT Wan 1913 ~-1918

Fitzroy sportingclubs' war memond as orgirally located over 3 wakway (left) andtoday [right).

“Sportsmen’s Memaovial at Fitzroy

On Sunday aternoon Brigadier-General Lioyd in the absence throngh litness of Brigadier-
General H. E. Eifiot dedicated a cenataph erected by the members of the Fitzray Cricket,
Football, Bowling, Tennis and Baseball clubs to perpetuate the memaory of mempers who

felfin the war. The Last Post was sounded by the bugle band. . . . An honowr board con-
taining the names of those who enlisted for active sewice from the combined Fitzroy
sporting clubs was unvelied by the mayor (Councilior Miler) and Mr. J. W, Bililson M. L. A.

The names of 38 falien comrades were engraved on bronze tablets fixed to the pilfars of
the cenataph which is close to the entrance to the ground.” (Tie argus, Morday, 17 Nou 1919,page



3. Private Rupert Cardwell, of 73 St Georges Rd, died of wounds at Gallipoli on 8§ Aug
— = ‘?_ 1915.
: S Thomas Cardwell and Eliza-
' beth, nee Robertson, were
« married at Sydney in 1838.
~ Thomas diedin 1906.
= Their children were:
o o Winifred (bhorn  NSW);

P~ '/-' w § » Vandria; Nida
v & . § & Alaric, born 1888, pairter,
Yoo w7 L enlisted Aug 1914, aged 26,

returned May 1919,

Rupert, born 1892, painter, enlisted Aug 1914, aged 22, died of wounds Aug 1915, Gallipoli
Percy, born 1895, farm hand, enlisted Jul 1915, aged 20, killed in action Oct 1917, Belgium

Quentin, horn 1897, sheetmetal worker, enlisted Jul 1915, aged 15, returned Apr 1918.

Rupert's mother wrote to the Department of Defence explaining that as a widow with
two young children to support, she needed a military pension because Rupert was her
"sole support”. She was awarded one pound per week. She was granted an additional
one pound per week following the death of her son Percy in 1917.

4. Lt William (Wilbur) Dartnell, V.C., lived at 23 Newry St, and was killed in action in
Kenya on 3 Sep 1915
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23 Newry St was the 1890 hoyhood home of William Dartnell, born 1885, the fifth of ten
children of Henry and Rose Dartnell. The Dartnell family also lived at 99 Rose St 1892-
1902, and at other locations in Collingwood and Carlton.

William (Wilbur) Dartnell had setved at the Boer War (1901-02) andthe Zulu rebellion in 1906.
In 1907 he married Elizaketh Smyth, and they lived & 41 Brkenhead St, North Fitzroy (1910-11).

He was variously employed as a boot salesman, a clerk, and an actor with several the-
atrical companies.

In 1912 aged 27, Dartnell settled in South Africa. When W1 started, he volunteered
for service and sailed for England. In February 1915 he joined the 25th (Frontiersmen)
Battalion, Rovyal Fusiliers, which then went to German East Africa. He was killed in ac-
tion at Kenya on 3 September 1915 and is buried there. For conspicuous bravery he
was awarded the Yictoria Cross which was presented to his wife by the Governor Gen-
eral in October 1917.



5. Corporal William Churchill, of 110 Westgarth St, was killed in action at Gallipoli on
3 May 1915

/:/ '_-___ ! :i , 3 B . i

=
"

Benjamin and Florence Churchill had five children - Frederick (b. 158586); Elsie (b. 1557);
Benjamin (b. 1893), cordial worker, enlisted Jul 1915, aged 21, returned Mar 1919;
William (b. 1895), saddler, enlisted Dec 1914, aged 19, killed in action 8 May 1915 at Gallipoli;
Gordon (h. 1896), brick layer, enlisted Jul 1915, aged 19, returned Mar 1916.

On 3 Nov 1914, Benjamin senior died, and the following month William enlisted with his
mother's consent.

William wwas killed in May 1915, and within two months two of his brothers enlisted.
William's will, dated 3 May 1915, bequeathed his estate, of £7/-/3, to his 3 brothers, his
sister, and his friend Miss Ruth Lang at ABC Café, Geelong.

110 Westgarth St was also the wartime home of Mrs Annie Godbold, wife of Sergeant
Albert Godbold. Annie and Albert were married in 1906 and had sons Arthur (1906)

and Albert (1913). Their father Albert enlisted in Jun 1916 in the 1 0th Field Ambulance
and returned in May 1919,

6. Private Alexander Macbeth, of 331 Napier St, was killed in action on 29 Nov 1915
at Gallipoli.

Alexander Macbketh (born Tasmania) married Susan Nixon (born Fitzroy) in 1911, and
their daughters were Elizabeth (1912) and Alma (1915). The Macheth family lived at
331 Napier St. Alexander, an ironmonger, enlisted in Mar 1915, embarked two months
later, and was killed in action on 29 Nov 1915 at Gallipoli. He has no known grave and
is commemorated at the Lone Pine Memarial.

His wife and two young daughters were granted war pensions of £52, £26 and £19.
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7. Private William Jones lived at 275 Napier St, and died of wounds at Gallipolion 10
May 1915.

William Jones was born at Bath, England in 1894, and was educated at Madras, India.
In 1913 he arrived in Australia aged 19, and was a confectioner when he enlisted in
Aug 1914, His next-of- kin was his father William Jones of the Madras Police. He em-
barked in Oct 1914, and died of wounds on 10 May 1915 at Gallipoli.

In the event of my death I give the whole of

my property & cﬁuu to:- Mrs Floreope E.Jonesn,
8/0 J.W.Jones, Madras Poliocs, Kumbakonas (Town)
Tanjore Distriss, Bouthsrn India.

8. Lt Richard Keiran, resident at 114 Greeves St, died of wounds on 9 May 1915
at Gallipoli.

T

This was the home and 1888 birthplace of Lt Richard Keiran, grain salesman, single,
enlisted Aug 1914, aged 25.

He was wounded by shrapnel on 25 Apr. He died of wounds on 9 May 1915, and is
buried at Gallipoli.

He was the youngest son of James Keiran and Sarah (nee Goulding), and brother of
Eliza (b. 1882), Ellen (h. 1883), Anne (h. 1884), and James (b. 18386). James Keiran
was the resident chemist at the adjacent dispensary of the Collingwood & Fitzroy
United Friendly Societies.

Richard's will was signed at Cairo, Egypt on 24 Jan 1915, When probate was granted in
Jul 1916, his estate was £48M14/-, comprising salary and wages, and the beneficiary
was his mather.



9. Private Roy Summersford of 66 St David St, died of wounds on 22 Oct 1915 at
Gallipoli.
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Alfred Summersford married Sarah, nee Colling, in 1887 and their four daughters and
four sons included:

William (b. 1892), hairdresser, enlisted Jan 1915, single, aged 23, returned Sep 1915;
Alfred (b. 1894), baker, enlisted Apr 1915, single, aged 21, killed in action &gy 1917, France;
Roy (b. 1895), confectioner, enlisted Feb 1915, single, aged 19, died of wounds 22 Oct
1915, at Gallipoli;

Arthur (b. 1902).

10. Private Joseph Cotter (and his family) lived at 40 Condell St. He was killed in
action at Gallipoli on 8 May 1915.
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Michael Cotter married Rachel Cohen in 13880, and over 1880 to 1900 fifteen children
were born. Eight of the children died in infancy or childhood, leaving Elizabeth (b. 1883),
Joseph (h. 1554), Michael (h. 1889), Thomas George (b. 1830), Sarah Lillian (b. 1832),
Rachel Dorothy (b. 1695), and Herbert Claude (b 1599).

Joseph Cotter, labourer, single, enlisted in Aug 1914, aged 30. He was killed in action
at Gallipolion 8 May 1915,

Rachel's hushand had deserted her in 1900. Joseph's probate records indicate his ver-
bal will to his mother Rachel was:

Yiflgo to the front and get bowled over everything | have s for you.” His estate, 'military
pay due', totalled £19/3/5.

Thomas Cotter, labourer, single, enlisted in Sep 1914, aged 24. He returned to Austra-
liain Oct 1917.

Opposite stood 37 Condell St, the home of the father of Private Peter Killen who was
killed in action on 21 Aug 1915.



11. Sister Myrtle Elizabeth Wilson
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Myrtle Elizabeth Wilson was born at Fitzroy in 1877 and her family had moved to Bund-
aberg, Queensland by 1892. In Apr 1915 she was one of the 130 nurses who sailed to
England and joined the Queen Alexandra's Imperial Miltary Nursing Service. She died
of disease on 23 December 1915, aged 38, as a war casualty, and she is buried at
Wimereux Communal Cemetery (about Skm north of Boulogne, France).

Myrtle Wilson's girlhood homes were at 25 Moor St, Fitzroy (18738-79), 58 Bell St, Fitz-
roy (1880-82), and Queens Parade, North Fitzroy (1883-). In 1883 her father Andrew
Wilson and his brother erected the three storey drapery warehouse still standing at 145
Brunswvick St.

Sister Myrtle Wilson was one of 12 nurses from World YWar 1 who are honoured in the
memorial structure opposite the Bundaberg Hospital at Bundaberg, Queensland. Sister
May Wilson or Sister Lilian Wilson on the same memorial may have been Myrtle's sis-
ter, Lilian May Wilson, also born at Fitzroy, in 1878, one year after Myrtle's birth.

12. Fitzroy Town Hall Honour Boards (1922)

ERECTED BY THE MAYOR. COUNCILLORS ‘& CITIZENS

OF THE

CITY OF FITZROY

IN HONOR OF THOSE WHO SERVED IN THE
GREAT WAR l9|4-19

Fitzroy's Municipal Roll of Honour was intisted by the Fitzroy City Council on 17 May
1914. Nominations to the Roll required verification by two ratepayers that the nominee
had resided in Fitzroy prior to enlisting.

By Dec 1919, over 1000 nominations had been received. On 20 Aug 1922 the black-
wiood Honour Boards were unveiled. ". . . the mayor (Councilior J. A. Boell) said that the
roll of those who enlisted from Filzroy was an object worthy of the greatest reverence and
pride. Thowgh 1,800 names figwed onit, that number was, unfortinately, far from complete,
the utmast difficulty having been expenencedin caliecting the names. The full number of the
men of Fitzroy who sewed in the war was estimated at about 2,300, of whom 300 had jost
thelr lves. Ever since the war municipal positions In Filzroy had been filled by returned sok
diers. (Cheers) In fact, since Apnl the councll had employed more than 30 returned men.”
(The Arges, Moaday, 21 &ng 1922,page 9)



Locations on the walk

1 Peace Memorial Rotunda

2 Sportsmen's memorial arbour
3 735t Georges Rd - home of
Rupert Cardwell

4 23 Newry St - boyhood home
of William Dartnell, V.C.

5 110 Westgarth St- home of
William Churchill

6 331 MNapier St- home of Alexan-

der Macheth

7 278 Napier St- home of William
Jones

8 114 Greeves St- home ofRich-
ard Keiran

9 66 St David St- home of Henry
Roy Summersford

10 40 Condell St- home of Joseph

Cotter
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Further information on Fitzroy's WWW1 volunteers
Database on Fitzroy W1 Volunteers: hittp: Snanewy fitzrovhistorysociety .org.auf
Australian Anzacs inthe Great War 1914-1918: https: My aif adfa.edu.au
National Archives of Australia: http: Shnanany naa .gov aw/collectionfexplorefdefence’

service-recordsindex.aspx
Nevvspaper sources: http: ftrove .nla.gov.auinewspaperisearch?ady=y
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